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FOREWORD 


This  selective  digest  of  the  laws  enacted  by  the  1949  session 
of  the  General  Assembly  and  approved  by  the  Governor  has 
been  prepared  for  the  purpose  of  informing  and  guiding  school 
officials  and  other  interested  individuals  regarding  changes 
in  school  laws  resulting  from  the  legislative  enactments  of  1949. 


The  preparation  and  publication  of  the  regular  biennial 
edition  of  the  volume  of  The  School  Laws  of  Pennsylvania,  in- 
cluding the  new  Public  School  Code  of  1949  with  revised  index, 
requires  several  months.  The  material  contained  herein,  while 
not  intended  as  a complete  or  exhaustive  treatise  of  the  legis- 
lative measures,  will  serve  as  a helpful  handbook  until  the 
regular  volume  of  the  School  Laws  has  been  made  available 
to  the  public. 


/3.  <- 


Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction 


August  1949. 
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DIGEST  OF  SCHOOL  LAWS 

Note:  The  Acts  of  the  1949  General  Assembly  which  pertain  to  education 

are  presented  by  subjects  arranged  in  alphabetical  order  insofar  as  possible. 

• 

ADMISSION  OF  BECINNERS 

ACT  NO.  280  (Senate  Bill  458) 

This  act  amends  section  1304  of  the  Public  School  Code  of  1949 
by  setting  forth  that  no  child  shall  be  admitted  to  a public  school 
who  is  under  5 years  and  7 months  at  time  of  admission,  except  for 
kindergarten. 


ANNEXATION 

ACT  NO.  42  (Senate  Bill  44) 

This  is  an  act  requiring  the  consent  of  a majority  of  all  of  the 
electors  of  any  political  subdivision,  when  such  political  subdivision 
or  any  part  thereof  is  to  be  annexed  by  a city  of  the  first  class.  Under 
the  provisions  of  this  act,  questions  shall  be  presented  to  the  electors 
at  any  general  or  municipal  election  occurring  at  least  60  days  after 
petitions  of  annexation  shall  have  been  filed. 

ACT  NO.  320  (House  Bill  577) 

This  act  amends  sections  201,  203,  227,  228  and  307  of  the  Public 
School  Code  of  1949  by  requiring  the  approval  of  the  State  Council 
of  Education  before  creating  or  altering  the  boundaries  of  any  third 
class  school  districts,  in  addition  to  those  of  fourth  class  school  dis- 
tricts as  already  required  by  the  Code. 

AUDITORS 

ACT  NO.  186  (Senate  Bill  658) 

This  act  amends  subsection  (b)  of  section  2433  and  section  2443 
of  the  Public  School  Code  of  1949  by  increasing  from  $5.00  to  $6.00 
the  daily  compensation  of  auditors  in  districts  of  the  third  and 
fourth  classes. 

ACT  NO.  205  (House  Bill  337) 

This  act  amends  section  2432  of  the  Public  School  Code  of  1949 
by  requiring  that  auditors  in  school  districts  in  the  second  and  third 
classes  publish  annual  financial  statements  within  10  days  after 
completing  their  report,  and  provides  penalties  for  neglecting  or 
refusing  to  do  so. 

BOARD  OF  SCHOOL  DIRECTORS 

ACT  NO.  203  (House  Bill  224) 

This  act  amends  section  516  of  the  Public  School  Code  of  1949  by 
eliminating  the  limitation  upon  the  number  of  delegates  a board  of 
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school  directors  may  appoint  to  attend  a State  convention  or  associa- 
tion of  school  directors. 

ACT  NO.  204  (House  Bill  226) 

This  act  amends  section  903  of  the  Public  School  Code  of  1949  hy 
increasing  from  $4.00  to  $8.00  per  day  and  from  4 cents  to  6 cents 
per  mile  the  expenses  allowed  to  school  directors  attending  annual 
county  convention  or  special  meetings  called  by  the  county  superin- 
tendent. 

ACT  NO.  342  (House  Bill  1107) 

This  act  amends  section  316  of  the  Public  School  Code  of  1949 
hy  providing  that  vacancies  in  the  majority  of  members  of  any  board 
of  school  directors  in  all  districts  except  those  of  the  first  class  shall 
be  filled  by  the  court  of  common  pleas  and  amends  section  317  so 
that  where  vacancies  in  all  members  occur  in  such  districts,  the  court 
shall  fill  such  vacancies  ten  days  after  the  same  occur. 

See  PUBLIC  SCHOOL  CODE  OF  1949,  ACT  NO.  263 

BRIBERY 

ACT  NO.  408  (Senate  Bill  959) 

This  act  amends  sections  327,  1101,  1146,  1809,  1922,  and  2507  of 
the  Public  School  Code  of  1949  and  accomplishes  the  following: 

(1)  Prohibits  school  hoards  from  demanding  or  accepting  gratui- 
ties from  teachers  or  supervisors;  penalty  is  withholding  of  State 
reimbursements  for  the  year  of  violation. 

(2)  “Professional  employe”  is  redefined  as  “certified”  personnel 
and  including  “home  and  school  visitors  and  school  counselors.” 

(3)  Provides  a minimum  salary  schedule  for  certain  part-time 
personnel  and  State  reimbursement  on  account  of  certain  part-time 
personnel. 

(4)  Provides  for  certain  part-time  and  evening  vocational  classes, 
school  departments  and  programs,  as  well  as  for  attendance  at  the 
same  in  other  districts  and  reimbursements  therefor  between  districts. 


BRIBERY  IN  ATHLETIC  CONTESTS 

ACT  NO.  7 (Senate  Bill  114) 

This  act  amends  sections  614  and  615  of  the  Penal  Code  by  broad- 
ening the  definition  of  the  crime  of  bribery  in  athletic  contests  and 
the  soliciting  or  accepting  of  bribes  in  athletic  contests.  Heretofore 
limited  to  “participant,”  the  crimes  now  include  offers  of  bribes  or 
bribes  to  any  professional  or  amateur  participant  or  expectant  par- 
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ticipant  and  any  other  person  connected  with  the  sport  or  the  par- 
ticipant. The  maximum  fine  in  each  case  was  also  increased  from 
$1000  to  $3000. 

CLASSIFICATION  OF  SCHOOL  DISTRICTS 

ACT  NO.  397  (Senate  Bill  896) 

This  act  amends  sections  202,  203,  229,  302,  315,  316,  317  of  the 
Public  School  Code  of  1949  and  reclassifies  school  districts  as  follows: 

School  districts,  first  class:  Population  of  1,500,000  or  more. 

School  districts,  first  class  A:  Population  of  500,000  or  more,  but 
less  than  1,500,000. 

CONSOLIDATED  SCHOOLS 

ACT  NO.  83  (Senate  Bill  61) 

This  act  amends  section  505  and  clause  (4)  of  section  2541  of  the 
Public  School  Code  of  1949  by  redefining  consolidated  school  so  that 
“consolidated  school”  means  the  uniting  of  any  two  or  more  public 
schools.  Heretofore  there  were  restrictions  as  to  the  type  of  schools 
that  could  he  united.  The  act  also  provides  for  the  approval  by  the 
State  Council  of  Education  of,  and  reimbursement  by  the  Common- 
wealth for,  pupil  transportation  to  consolidated  schools,  joint  con- 
solidated schools,  and  vocational  district  schools. 

COUNTY  BOARD  OF  SCHOOL  DIRECTORS 

ACT  NO.  134  (House  Bill  709) 

This  act  amends  section  925  of  the  Public  School  Code  of  1949 
by  including  within  the  powers  and  duties  of  county  boards  of 
school  directors  in  school  districts  under  the  supervision  of  the 
county  superintendent,  the  power  to  receive  and  expend  federal, 
state,  and  local  moneys  for  special  services  that  may  he  authorized 
by  the  county  convention  of  school  directors,  by  empowering  them 
to  administer  and  supervise  such  activities,  and  by  authorizing  them 
to  contract  with  other  county  hoards  of  school  directors  and  indi- 
vidual school  districts  not  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  county 
superintendent,  to  provide  services  or  supervisors. 


COUNTY  SUPERINTENDENTS 

ACT  NO.  70  (Senate  Bill  404) 

This  act  further  amends  section  311  of  the  General  County  Law 
by  including  within  the  definition  of  “county  employe”  the  clerical 
personnel  in  the  office  of  the  county  superintendent  of  schools  whose 
salaries  are  paid  out  of  county  funds. 
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ACT  NO.  133  (House  Bill  572) 

This  act  amends  subsection  (a)  of  section  125  of  the  Public  School 
Code  of  1949  by  providing  that  hoards  of  school  directors  in  districts 
under  the  supervision  of  the  county  superintendent  may  establish  a 
filing  system  for  rating  cards  in  the  office  of  the  county  superintendent 
of  schools. 

ACT  NO.  285  (Senate  Bill  390) 

This  act  amends  sections  1023  and  1026  of  the  Public  School  Code 
of  1949  by  changing  from  10  to  5 the  number  of  days  before  the  con- 
vention of  school  directors  to  elect  a county  superintendent  in  which 
advertisement  thereof  must  he  completed,  and  by  requiring  a candi- 
date for  office  of  county  superintendent  to  file  notice  of  his  intention 
to  be  a candidate,  at  least  30  days  before  election. 

ACT  NO.  326  (Senate  Bill  410) 

This  is  an  act  requiring  the  county  commissioners  of  each  county 
to  provide  at  the  expense  of  the  county,  office  space,  a stenographer 
and  office  equipment  for  the  county  superintendent  of  schools,  the 
compensation  of  the  stenographer  to  be  fixed  by  the  county  super- 
intendent and  the  county  commissioners  and  paid  out  of  the  county 
treasury.  The  Act  of  June  1,  1915,  P.  L.  706,  relating  to  the  same 
matter  is  repealed. 

ASSISTANT  COUNTY  SUPERINTENDENTS 

ACT  NO.  341  (House  Bill  701) 

This  act  amends  section  1003  of  the  Public  School  Code  of  1949 
by  authorizing  the  State  Council  of  Education  after  July  1,  1950,  to 
prescribe  the  qualifications  of  assistant  county  superintendents  in 
lieu  of  the  qualifications  prescribed  by  said  section. 

ACT  NO.  538  (House  Bill  731) 

This  act  amends  section  1052  of  the  Public  School  Code  of  1949 
and  provides  for  the  employment  upon  a majority  vote  of  the  county 
convention  of  a full-time  supervisor  of  special  education  (instead  of 
part-time)  in  counties  where  there  are  less  than  550  teachers  under 
the  county  superintendent,  and  provides  for  the  payment  of  the 
salary  of  such  supervisor  in  part  by  the  State  and  in  part  by  the 
school  districts  sharing  such  supervisor. 

See  PUBLIC  SCHOOL  CODE  OF  1949,  ACT  NO.  263 

DELINQUENT  TAXES 

ACT  NO.  242  (House  Bill  1220) 

This  act  amends  subsection  (a)  of  section  308  of  the  Real  Estate 
Tax  Sale  Law  by  changing  from  June  30  to  July  31  the  final  date  for 
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giving  notice  to  taxables  of  delinquent  taxes  and  the  filing  of  a claim 
therefor  and  makes  a corresponding  change  from  July  1 to  August  1, 
the  date  on  which  the  period  of  redemption  begins  to  run. 

ACT  NO.  249  (Senate  Bill  262) 

This  is  an  act  providing  that  all  suits  by  political  subdivisions  to 
enforce  personal  liability  of  an  owner  of  real  estate  for  taxes  assessed 
against  such  real  estate  shall  lie  instituted  within  5 years  of  the  due 
date  of  such  taxes  and  not  thereafter. 

ACT  NO.  294  (Senate  Bill  902) 

This  act  amends  section  2 of  the  act  of  June  20,  1947,  P.  L.  745 
relating  to  the  first  class  school  districts  mercantile  license  tax  by 
providing  that  on  and  after  January  1,  1950,  the  collector  of  such 
taxes  may  continue  to  collect  delinquent  taxes  until  the  same  are 
collected  or  exonerated  even  though  the  power  to  levy  such  a tax 
has  expired. 

ACT  NO.  477  (Senate  Bill  805) 

This  amendment  to  the  1947  Real  Estate  Tax  Sale  Law 

(1)  gives  a 4%  commission  to  counties  for  4 years  from  1949  on 
all  moneys  collected — afterwards  2%,  which  is  what  they  were  getting 
prior  to  this  amendment; 

(2)  provides  for  leasing  sequestered  property  to  occupants  receiv- 
ing financial  aid  from  any  public  agency  so  long  as  monthly  pay- 
ments according  to  public  assistance  proportions  are  paid  and  for 
60  days  thereafter;  and  delays  sale  of  properties  occupied  by  persons 
who  were  receiving  assistance  from  a public  agency; 

(3)  permits  counties  to  purchase  properties  where  no  bids  are 
offered  at  sales  for  bids  of  $1,  to  get  a free  title  and  to  dispose  of 
such  property  as  any  other  county  property; 

(4)  further  provides  for  turning  over  to  the  tax  claim  bureau 
properties  previously  purchased  by  taxing  districts. 

ACT  NO.  482  (House  Bill  949) 

This  act  repeals  the  act  providing  for  redemption  of  real  property 
purchased  by  political  subdivisions  at  tax  sales  (1941,  P.  L.  535) 
in  so  far  as  it  applies  to  second  class  counties  and  political  sub- 
divisions therein. 


ACT  NO.  484  (Senate  Bill  671) 

This  amendment  to  the  1947  Real  Estate  Tax  Sale  Law  authorizes 
counties  which  have  not  yet  accepted  the  act  to  do  so.  It  further 
provides  for  the  transfer  of  claims  to  the  tax  claim  bureau  by 
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taxing  districts  subsequently  adopting  the  act;  and  for  the  determina- 
tion of  the  validity  of  tax  claims  invalid  for  reasons  other  than 
questions  that  could  he  raised  hy  appeal  provided  by  law. 

Any  taxing  authority  may  petition  the  court  of  common  pleas  to 
stay  for  a period  of  one  year  the  sales  of  property  where  it  advances 
sufficient  reasons  therefor. 

ACT  NO.  533  (Senate  Bill  585) 

The  benefits  of  this  act  apply  only  if  certain  tax  officials  are  of  the 
opinion  that  the  total  taxes,  penalties  and  interest  exceed  the  market 
value  of  the  real  property  for  which  abatement  is  requested  as  of 
December  31,  1948. 

This  act  then  provides  for  the  abatement  of  penalties  and  interest 
on  unpaid  city  and  school  district  taxes  in  cities  and  school  districts  of 
the  first  class  up  to  the  tax  year  1948  if  such  unpaid  taxes  are  re- 
quested to  he  abated  by  September  15,  1949,  and  paid  within  thirty 
days  and  if  1949  taxes  are  paid  during  1949. 

DISTRICT  SUPERINTENDENTS  AND  ASSISTANTS 

ACT  NO.  552  (Senate  Bill  502) 

This  amendment  to  sections  1073  and  1077  of  the  Public  School 
Code  of  1949  further  provides  for  the  term  of  office  and  election  of 
district  and  assistant  district  superintendents  in  all  second  and  third 
class  school  districts.  It  further  provides  that  such  officials  shall 
remain  in  office  for  further  four-year  terms  after  the  original  four 
years  unless  60  days  before  the  date  for  election  of  such  officers  the 
school  boards  forward  them  notice  that  other  candidates  will  be  con- 
sidered for  the  offices  or  that  their  commissions — in  the  case  of 
assistants — will  terminate. 


EDUCATION 

ACT  NO.  208  (House  Bill  671) 

This  act  further  amends  the  act  of  May  7,  1937,  P.  L.  585,  pro- 
hibiting the  use  of  the  word  “college”  by  institutions  not  conforming 
with  the  standards  of  the  State  Council  of  Education,  by  extending 
the  provisions  of  this  act  to  the  use  of  the  word  “university.” 


EMERGENCY  CERTIFICATES 

ACT  NO.  272  (Senate  Bill  46) 

This  act  amends  sections  1142,  1143  and  2518  of  the  Public  School 
Code  of  1949  by  limiting  provisions  for  minimum  salaries  and  incre- 
ments to  teachers  holding  certificates  for  the  subjects  or  grades  in 
which  they  give  instruction,  postponing  until  July  1,  1951,  the  en- 
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forcement  of  penalties  against  school  districts  employing  teachers 
with  emergency  certificates  and  imposing  penalties  of  forfeiture  on 
one  reimbursement  unit  from  school  districts  for  each  teacher  giving 
instruction  in  a subject  or  grade  for  which  such  teacher  holds  no 
valid  certificate. 


EMPLOYMENT  OF  MINORS 

ACT  NO.  224  (House  Bill  776) 

This  act  further  amends  sections  4 and  14  of  the  Child  Labor  Law 
by  deleting  the  wartime  provisions  that  permitted  an  increase  in 
the  hours  of  work  of  persons  between  the  ages  of  16  and  18.  As  before 
the  war,  minors  are  now  permitted  to  work  no  more  than  44  hours 
per  week  nor  more  than  8 hours  per  day. 

ESCHEATS 

ACT  NO.  418  (Senate  Bill  551) 

This  act  regulates  the  disposition  of  unclaimed  moneys  in  mu- 
nicipal treasuries,  providing  for  escheat  after  seven  years  of  being 
unclaimed.  The  act  also  provides  for  the  turning  over  of  moneys 
of  public  officers  at  the  end  of  their  terms  of  office  subject  to  the 
procedure  of  the  act.  Every  opportunity  to  a claimant  including  an 
action  at  law  in  lieu  of  this  act,  is  left  open  so  that  refunds  can  be 
made  before  escheat.  Municipalities  receive  the  unclaimed  moneys. 

EXTRACURRICULAR  ACTIVITIES 

ACT  NO.  85  (Senate  Bill  103) 

This  act  amends  sections  511  and  775  of  the  Public  School  Code 
of  1949  by  requiring  the  regulation  by  school  hoards  of  all  extracurri- 
cular activities  and  organizations,  permitting  use  of  school  property 
for  such  activities  and  organizations,  including  the  control  of  funds 
(of  such  activities  and  organizations).  The  act  also  permits  schools, 
classes,  activities  and  organizations  thereof  to  affiliate  with  other 
organizations  whose  purposes  and  activities  are  appropriate  to  and 
related  to  the  school  program.  It  authorizes  school  boards  to  appro- 
priate to  extracurricular  organizations  funds  heretofore  raised 
through  the  use  of  school  property. 

FEDERAL  AID 

ACT  NO.  365  (Senate  Bill  763) 

This  act  designates  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  as 
the  State  educational  authority  to  apply  to  and  receive  from  the 
Federal  Government  or  its  agencies  grants  in  aid  of  the  public  schools 
and  for  educational  activities  therein  and  provides  for  the  disburse- 
ment of  such  funds. 
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FIRE  PREVENTION  MANUAL 

ACT  NO.  268  (Senate  Bill  893) 

This  act  amends  subsection  (a)  of  section  1518  of  the  Public 
School  Code  of  1949,  placing  upon  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Instruction  the  duty  of  preparing  books  of  instruction  on  fire  dangers, 
prevention  and  waste  for  the  use  of  teachers.  He  is  to  do  the  same 
in  consultation  with  the  State  Police. 


FIRST  CLASS  SCHOOL  DISTRICTS 

ACT  NO.  164  (House  Bill  173) 

This  act  amends  section  2126  of  the  Public  School  Code  of  1949 
by  eliminating  the  requirement  that  the  amount  of  the  contract  shall 
be  charged  against  the  budget  of  more  than  one  year  where  the  con- 
tract extends  for  a period  longer  than  one  year.  The  act  applies  to 
first  class  school  districts  only. 

ACT  NO.  228  (House  Bill  509) 

This  act  amends  section  652  of  the  Public  School  Code  of  1949  by 
decreasing  the  ratio  of  teachers  to  pupils  from  one  to  every  32  to  one 
to  every  30  pupils  in  grade  schools,  and  from  one  to  every  25  to 
one  to  every  22  pupils  in  junior  and  senior  high  schools  in  com- 
puting the  real  estate  tax  for  school  purposes  in  school  districts  of 
the  first  class. 

ACT  NO.  296  (Senate  Bill  178) 

This  act  amends  sections  652,  672,  687,  744,  781,  782,  783,  784,  785 
and  786  of  the  Public  School  Code  of  1949  as  follows:  With  reference 
to  the  levy  of  taxes  in  school  districts  of  the  first  class  to  pay  rentals 
to  Authorities  created  by  the  General  Assembly  having  state-wide 
jurisdiction;  authorizing  school  districts  of  other  classes  to  levy 
additional  taxes  to  pay  rentals  to  the  State  Public  School  Building 
Authority;  authorizing  hoards  of  school  directors  to  make  additional 
appropriations  or  to  increase  existing  appropriations;  pay  over 
money  raised  from  bond  issues  to  meet  leases  or  contracts  to  lease 
from  the  State  Public  School  Building  Authority;  authorizing  school 
districts  to  enter  into  contracts  of  insurance  of  leased  property; 
authorizing  school  districts,  singly  or  jointly  with  other  districts,  to 
convey  or  lease  property  and  to  appropriate  money,  including  pro- 
ceeds of  general  obligation  bonds  to  the  State  Public  School  Building 
Authority,  and  to  acquire  additional  property  for  such  purposes,  and 
to  contract  with  and  lease  property  from  said  Authority  requiring 
withholding  of  State  appropriations  for  nonpayment  of  rental  and 
authorizing  payment  to  the  Authority  and  authorizing  payment  of 
school  districts  for  operation  and  maintenance  of  leased  buildings, 
furnishings  and  equipment. 
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ACT  NO.  505  (Senate  Bill  719) 

This  act  permits  the  Philadelphia  school  district  to  impose  a tem- 
porary additional  real  estate  tax  of  one  mill  for  school  purposes. 

FISCAL  AFFAIRS 

ACT  NO.  471  (Senate  Bill  939) 

This  validating  act  makes  legal  all  bonds  issued  by  a school  dis- 
trict in  conformity  with  law,  except  for  failure  to  advertise  the  elec- 
tion approving  such  bond  issues  in  a newspaper  of  general  circula- 
tion, so  long  as  all  other  requirements  of  law  have  been  complied  with. 

See  FIRST  CLASS  SCHOOL  DISTRICTS,  ACT  NO.  296 

INJURIES  IN  ATHLETIC  CONTESTS 

ACT  NO.  178  (House  Bill  229) 

This  act  amends  section  511  of  the  Public  School  Code  of  1949 
by  permitting  hoards  of  school  directors  to  appropriate  moneys  for 
payment  of  medical  and  hospital  expenses  of  students  injured  in 
athletic  contests  or  for  accident  insurance  to  cover  such  expenses. 

Note:  It  should  be  noted  that  this  does  not  refer  to  or  authorize  general 

liability  insurance. 


JOINT  SCHOOLS 

ACT  NO.  67  (Senate  Bill  68) 

This  act  amends  section  1707  of  the  Public  School  Code  of  1949 
by  increasing  the  powers  of  a joint  school  committee  to  manage 
joint  schools  or  joint  school  departments.  The  committee  is  to  be 
composed  of  representatives  of  each  of  the  member  school  boards,  is 
to  organize  annually  and  is  charged  with  all  the  duties  and  powers 
of  school  boards  generally,  but  must  operate  within  the  budget 
adopted  by  the  joint  hoard. 

ACT  NO.  207  (House  Bill  527) 

This  act  amends  subsection  (a)  of  section  1154  of  the  Public 
School  Code  of  1949  by  providing  that  whenever  hoards  of  school 
directors  of  two  or  more  districts  establish  joint  schools  or  depart- 
ments or  form  a union  school  district,  the  professional  employes  em- 
ployed therein  shall  he  entitled  to  the  sick  leave  accumulated  by  them 
while  teaching  in  the  individual  district  forming  part  of  such  joint 
school  or  union  school  district. 
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LIQUOR  LAWS 

ACT  NO.  468  (Senate  Bill  735) 
and 

ACT  NO.  469  (Senate  Bill  736) 

These  amendments  to  the  malt  or  brewed  beverage  licensing  act 
and  liquor  control  act 

(1)  permit  appeals  to  the  Superior  Court  and 

(2)  define  which  interested  parties  affected  by  the  board’s  grant 
or  refusal  of  a license  or  transfer  thereof,  may  appeal  from  the 
board’s  action.  Any  church,  hospital,  charitable  institution,  school 
or  public  playground  within  300  feet  thereof,  may  appeal  as  therein 
provided. 


MEDICAL  EXAMINATIONS 

ACT  NO.  269  (Senate  Bill  945) 

This  act  amends  section  1424  of  the  Public  School  Code  of  1949 
by  permitting  the  referral  of  pupils  to  a psychologist  or  psychiatrist 
for  examination  upon  recommendation  of  a responsible  medical  ex- 
aminer and  to  child  behavior  clinics  or  psychiatric  clinics  if  recom- 
mended by  such  psychologist  or  psychiatrist.  Costs  of  examination 
and  treatment  may  be  borne  by  the  school  districts. 

MEETINGS  OF  SCHOOL  BOARDS 

See  PUBLIC  SCHOOL  CODE  OF  1949,  ACT  NO.  263 

MEETINGS  OF  TEACHERS 

ACT  NO.  206  (House  Bill  493) 

This  act  amends  section  1188  of  the  Public  School  Code  of  1949 
by  increasing  from  $2.00  to  $5.00  the  compensation  for  each  half 
day  when  teachers  attend  meetings  called  by  the  county  superin- 
tendent, and  increasing  from  $8.00  to  $20.00  the  maximum  compen- 
sation for  such  attendance. 

MUNICIPALITIES 

ACT  NO.  250  (Senate  Bill  366) 

This  is  an  act  authorizing  the  recording  and  copying  of  documents 
by  photostatic,  photographic,  microfilm  or  other  similar  process,  by 
certain  public  officers,  where  such  documents  are  required  or  author- 
ized by  law  to  be  copied  or  recorded.  Copies  of  such  records  thus 
produced  are  made  admissible  in  evidence  under  the  same  conditions 
as  copies  of  the  original  records.  Certain  facts  as  to  identification  of 
the  record  on  the  reproducing  thereof,  are  required  and  procedure 
is  prescribed  for  the  storage,  preservation,  and  care  of  such  records. 
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PART-TIME  TEACHERS 

See  BRIBERY,  ACT  NO.  408 

PROFESSIONAL  EMPLOYE 

See  BRIBERY,  ACT  NO.  408 

See  JOINT  SCHOOLS,  ACT  NO.  207 

PUBLIC  OFFICERS 

ACT  NO.  422  (House  Bill  26) 

This  act  reenacts  section  4 of  the  act  of  1798  relating  to  the  time 
suits  may  he  brought  against  sureties  of  public  officers  (7  years). 
The  reenactment  is  made  because  of  an  error  in  citing  the  section 
for  repeal. 

PUBLIC  SCHOOL  CODE  OF  1949 

ACT  NO.  14  (Senate  Bill  101) 

This  act  represents  a general  recodification  of  the  School  Code, 
and  is  entitled  “Public  School  Code  of  1949.”  In  drafting  this  act, 
it  was  intended  merely  to  recodify  the  provisions  of  the  existing 
School  Code,  without  making  any  substantial  changes  in  its  provisions. 

ACT  NO.  263  (Senate  Bill  626) 

This  act  amends  the  Public  School  Code  of  1949  by  making  cer- 
tain additions,  corrections,  and  deletions  to  conform  to  existing  law. 
A new  section  424  is  provided,  which  requires  all  meetings  of  school 
directors  and  subordinate  bodies  to  be  open  to  the  public  but  does 
allow  executive  sessions  from  which  the  public  may  be  excluded. 
Section  1053  is  amended  to  provide  that  assistant  county  super- 
intendents are  to  he  appointed  by  a majority  vote  of  the  county 
board  of  school  directors  and  that  their  term  of  office  shall  be  coex- 
tensive with  that  of  the  county  superintendent  and  the  same  pro- 
visions are  inserted  for  the  election  and  term  of  office  of  supervisors 
of  special  education. 

Section  1122  is  corrected  so  that  as  heretofore  school  hoards  may 
terminate  the  services  of  any  professional  employe  who  has  attained 
to  the  age  of  62,  and  refers  to  the  retirement  age  of  70  instead  of  62 
as  appears  in  Act  No.  14. 

A new  section  2513.1  is  added,  making  provision  for  the  filing  with 
the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  certificates  of  expenditure 
for  vocational  schools  as  the  basis  for  the  determination  of  reim- 
bursement hv  the  Commonwealth  for  the  cost  of  operating  the  same 
in  the  amounts  provided  in  the  Public  School  Code  of  1949. 


RATING  CARDS 

See  COUNTY  SUPERINTENDENTS,  ACT  NO.  133 
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REAL  ESTATE  TITLES 

ACT  NO.  45  (Senate  Bill  239) 

This  act  validates  and  quiets  the  title  to  lands  and  buildings  sold 
by  hoards  of  school  directors  by  public  auction  as  provided  under 
the  School  Code  of  1911,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  notice  of  the 
public  auction  was  not  published  as  required  by  law  and  notwith- 
standing the  fact  that  the  terms  and  conditions  of  the  sale  were  not 
fixed  by  resolution  of  the  hoard  in  the  motion  or  resolution  authoriz- 
ing the  sale ; provided  all  other  requirements  of  the  law  had  been  met. 

ACT  NO.  71  (Senate  Bill  428) 

This  is  an  act  making  the  title  acquired  by  a political  subdivision 
on  condemnation  of  real  estate,  a fee  simple  title  “unless  prohibited 
in  the  ordinance  or  resolution  authorizing  the  appropriation  and 
condemnation  thereof.’’ 

ACT  NO.  157  (House  Bill  114) 

This  act  adds  clause  8 to  section  707  of  the  Puldic  School  Code  of 
1949  by  authorizing  conveyances  by  school  districts  of  the  third  and 
fourth  classes  of  unused  and  unnecessary  lands  and  buildings  to  the 
city,  borough,  town  or  township  coterminous  with  such  district  with- 
out consideration  on  such  terms  as  may  be  agreed  upon,  without 
compliance  with  other  provisions  of  the  section. 

RECREATION  CAMP 

ACT  NO.  9 (Senate  Bill  2) 

This  act  adds  a new  section  to  the  Administrative  Code  of  1929 
by  authorizing  the  Department  of  Military  Affairs,  in  cooperation 
with  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  and  the  Department  of 
Health,  to  establish  a recreational  camp  at  Indiantown  Gap  Military 
Reservation  for  underprivileged  children  and  to  make  rules  and  regu- 
lations for  the  operation  thereof,  including  admissions  thereto  based 
on  population  of  counties. 

REIMBURSEMENT 

ACT  NO.  536  (Senate  Bill  33) 

This  act  amends  sections  1241  and  1242  of  the  Public  School  Code 
of  1949  and  regulates  State  reimbursement  as  follows: 

(1)  Maximum  subsidy  per  teaching  unit  for  the  school  year  1948-49 
payable  during  1949-50  is  increased  by  $50  to  $2450;  1949-50  payable 
during  1950-51  increased  from  $2500  to  $3350;  and  thereafter,  in- 
creased from  $2600  to  $3450.  All  these  are  based  on  State  funds  and 
are  exclusive  of  any  Federal  moneys. 
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(2)  The  State  Tax  Equalization  Board’s  valuation  is  to  be  used 
for  the  school  year  1949-50  and  thereafter,  except  that  no  school 
district  is  to  he  paid  less  during  the  school  year  1950-51  for  the 
school  year  1949-50  than  was  paid  during  the  year  1949-50  for  the 
school  year  1948-49. 

See  PUBLIC  SCHOOL  CODE  OF  1949,  ACT  NO.  263 

SALARIES 

ACT  NO.  542  (House  Bill  454) 

This  act  amends  sections  1066,  1075,  1142(1),  and  1143  of  the 
Public  School  Code  of  1949  and  provides  for  the  minimum  compen- 
sation and  increments  of  members  of  the  teaching  and  supervisory 
staffs  of  school  districts  and  vocational  school  districts,  county  super- 
intendents and  their  assistants,  supervisors  of  special  education  and 
district  superintendents. 

County  superintendents’  minimum  salaries  are  increased  $1000; 
assistants,  $1000;  supervisors  of  special  education  $500. 

District  superintendents  are  reclassified  into  3 classes  (formerly  2) 
and  the  minimum  salary  is  $6000  up  to  45,000  population;  $6500  for 
45,000  to  150,000  population;  and  $7000  above  150,000.  Formerly 
the  classification  was  up  to  30,000  and  above  30,000,  $4500  and  $6000 
respectively.  Some  get  increases;  some  do  not. 

In  first  class  school  districts  minimum  salaries  for  teachers  hold- 
ing standard  certificates  are  raised  $25  with  6 instead  of  5 service 
increments  of  $200  required. 

In  districts  of  the  second,  third  and  fourth  classes,  the  schedule 
is  as  follows: 

(1)  Standard  certificate;  minimum  raised  by  $50  to  $2000,  incre- 
ment raised  $150  to  $200,  and  7 increments  provided  instead  of  five. 

(2)  College  certificate;  increment  raised  from  $150  to  $200;  num- 
ber of  increments  increased  from  8 to  9. 

(3)  Master’s  Degree;  increment  raised  from  $150  to  $200;  number 
raised  from  8 to  9. 

(4)  Supervisors’  increments  are  increased  from  $150  to  $200  and 
the  number  from  8 to  9. 

(5)  Principals’  increments  are  increased  from  $150  to  $200. 

(6)  Supervising  principals’  increments  are  raised  from  $175  to 
$200  and  the  number  of  increments  are  increased  from  6 to  7. 

SCHOOL  BUILDINGS 

ACT  NO.  167  (House  Bill  1068) 

This  act  amends  section  775  of  the  Public  School  Code  of  1949  by 
authorizing  the  leasing  of  school  buildings  or  athletic  fields  for 
charitable  purposes  subject  to  such  charges  as  will  reimburse  the 
school  district  for  anv  cost  resulting  therefrom. 

J O 
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ACT  NO.  380  (Senate  Bill  853) 

This  act  further  amends  section  775  of  the  Public  School  Code  of 
1949  and  authorizes  the  leasing  of  any  vacant  school  building  for 
any  educational  purpose. 

See  FIRST  CLASS  SCHOOL  DISTRICTS,  ACT  NO.  296 

SCHOOL  CENSUS 

ACT  NO.  144  (House  Bill  508) 

This  act  amends  section  1351  of  the  Public  School  Code  of  1949 
by  providing  for  the  enumeration  of  children  of  school  age  in  school 
districts  of  the  first  class  where  an  adequate  continuing  school  census 
is  maintained  once  each  three  years  beginning  with  1951,  rather  than 
requiring  such  census  each  year. 


SCHOOL  EMPLOYES’  RETIREMENT 

ACT  NO.  55  (Senate  Bill  265) 

This  act  amends  the  School  Employes’  Retirement  Act  by  requir- 
ing the  retirement  hoard  to  submit  to  contributors  at  four-year 
intervals,  statements  indicating  the  amount  credited  to  such  contribu- 
tors in  the  funds. 

Note:  The  first  statements  are  to  be  sent  to  one-fourth  of  the  membership  as 

of  July,  1951.  Annually  thereafter  statements  are  to  be  sent  to  one-fourth  of  the 
membership  so  as  to  rotate  through  the  entire  membership  in  four-year  intervals. 

ACT  NO.  185  (Senate  Bill  246) 

This  act  further  amends  the  Public  School  Employes’  Retirement 
Law  by  increasing  retirement  aUowances  from  the  1/160  basis  to  the 
1/140  basis,  permits  retirement  while  under  the  age  of  62  on  full  al- 
lowance after  35  years  of  service  or  on  actuarial  equivalent  reduced 
allowances  after  25  years  of  service,  increases  the  scale  of  disability 
benefits  and  provides  for  supplemental  State  annuities  to  bring  cer- 
tain members’  annuities  up  to  corresponding  State  annuities  for  like 
periods  of  service. 

Note:  In  order  to  qualify  for  the  benefits  described  it  is  necessary  for  those  in 

service  to  elect  before  July  1,  1950,  to  contribute  at  a higher  rate  after  that  date, 
to  the  date  of  retirement.  The  benefits  do  not  apply  to  those  on  retirement. 

ACT  NO.  275  (Senate  Bill  437) 

This  act  further  amends  clause  1 of  section  3 and  clause  2 of  sec- 
tion 12  of  the  Public  School  Employes’  Retirement  Act  by  extending 
to  July  1,  1951,  the  time  in  which  present  employes  as  defined  may 
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elect  to  join  the  retirement  system  and  granting  retirement  rights  to 
additional  employes  who  have  withdrawn  from  and  returned  to 
school  service. 

Note:  Those  who  did  not  apply  for  credit  for  service  rendered  prior  to  July 

1,  1919,  are  permitted  to  do  so  and  those  who  did  not  restore  withdrawn  totals 
are  permitted  to  do  so  prior  to  July  1,  1951,  and  thus  have  forfeited  rights 
restored. 

ACT  NO.  535  (Senate  Bill  500) 

This  amendment  to  the  Public  School  Employes’  Retirement  Act 
fixes  the  minimum  monthly  compensation  at  fifty  dollars  ($50)  in- 
stead of  twenty-five  ($25)  for  those  former  teachers  who  separated 
from  school  service  prior  to  July  1,  1919,  with  credit  for  twenty  years 
of  service. 

It  further  provides  that  an  additional  State  Annuity  is  to  he  paid 
to  all  those  on  retirement  as  of  September  1,  1949,  so  that  thereafter 
all  retired  employes  with  40  years  or  more  of  service  will  receive  a 
total  regular  allowance  of  not  less  than  $1200;  those  with  less  than 
40  years  will  receive  an  extra  State  Annuity  to  make  such  a total 
allowance  in  proportion  to  $1200  as  their  years  of  service  bear  to 
40  years;  and  those  who  elected  an  “option”  will  also  receive  a 
proportional  amount  of  the  regular  allowance. 

ACT  NO.  541  (Senate  Bill  245) 

This  amendment  to  section  14  of  the  Public  School  Employes’ 
Retirement  Act  provides  for  an  additional  State  Annuity  to  make 
a regular  superannuation  retirement  allowance  of  at  least  $1200  for 
employes  in  the  1/160  class  with  40  years  or  more  of  service  retiring 
prior  to  September  1,  1950,  or  in  the  1/140  class  retiring  after  July 
1,  1950;  if  the  service  is  less  than  40  years,  the  additional  annuity 
to  produce  such  a total  regular  retirement  allowance  in  proportion 
to  $1200  as  the  years  of  service  are  to  40. 

ACT  NO.  560  (Senate  Bill  616) 

This  act  further  amends  clause  (7)  of  section  1 of  the  School  Em- 
ployes’ Retirement  Act  by  extending  to  July  1,  1950,  the  time  in 
which  employes  of  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction,  the  State 
Teachers  Colleges,  the  Thaddeus  Stevens  Trade  School,  the  Penn- 
sylvania State  Oral  School  for  the  Deaf,  and  the  Pennsylvania 
Soldiers’  Orphan  School  may  withdraw  from  the  School  Employes’ 
Retirement  System  and  receive  reimbursement  for  moneys  paid  in. 

ACT  NO.  561  (Senate  Bill  617) 

This  act  further  amends  clause  (6)  of  section  1 of  the  State  Em- 
ployes’ Retirement  Act  by  authorizing  certain  employes  of  the  De- 
partment of  Public  Instruction,  the  State  Teachers  Colleges,  the 
Thaddeus  Stevens  Trade  School,  the  Pennsylvania  State  Oral  School 
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for  the  Deaf,  and  the  Pennsylvania  Soldiers’  Orphan  School  who  are 
not  members  of  or  who  may  withdraw  from  the  Public  School  Em- 
ployes’ Retirement  Association  to  join  the  State  Employes’  Retire- 
ment Association  with  credit  for  prior  service. 

SCHOOL  PLANT  REPAIRS 

ACT  NO.  84  (Senate  Bill  66) 

This  act  amends  section  751  of  the  Public  School  Code  of  1949 
which  requires  work  to  be  done  on  the  basis  of  a contract  awarded 
to  the  lowest  responsible  bidder  after  proper  advertising  when  the 
entire  cost  of  construction,  reconstruction,  repairs,  or  work  includ- 
ing labor  and  materials  shall  exceed  $300  in  school  districts  of  the 
second,  third,  and  fourth  classes  and  $600  in  school  districts  of  the 
first  class,  so  that  if  in  case  of  an  emergency  occurring  at  any  time, 
a school  plant  or  any  part  thereof  becomes  unusable,  competitive 
bids  for  repairs  or  replacement  may  be  solicited  from  at  least  three 
responsible  bidders.  The  contract  may  then  he  let  by  the  hoard 
with  the  approval  of  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction. 
Formerly,  the  awarding  of  a contract  on  the  basis  of  solicited  bids 
in  lieu  of  advertising  was  permissible  only  when  the  emergency  arose 
during  the  school  term. 


SCHOOL  PUPILS 

ACT  NO.  279  (Senate  Bill  58) 

This  act  amends  sections  1310,  1338,  1531  of  the  Public  School 
Code  of  1949  by  changing  provisions  relating  to  the  age  of  pupils 
from  “under  sixteen  years  of  age”  to  “of  compulsory  school  age” 
and  requiring  the  grading  and  classification  of  all  pupils. 


SECOND  CLASS  SCHOOL  DISTRICTS 

ACT  NO.  262  (Senate  Bill  20) 

This  act  amends  sections  674  and  675  of  the  Public  School  Code 
of  1949  by  providing  that  where  school  districts  of  the  second  class 
are  not  wholly  within  the  limits  of  a city,  the  school  taxes  on  real 
estate  shall  he  levied  and  assessed  as  assessed  for  county  tax  pur- 
poses and  requires  counties  containing  such  school  districts  to  fur- 
nish tax  duplicates  to  the  same. 

ACT  NO.  526  (House  Bill  399) 

This  act  amends  sections  671  and  672  of  the  Public  School  Code 
of  1949  and  authorizes  school  districts  of  the  second  class  to  change 
their  fiscal  year  from  beginning  the  first  day  of  July  to  beginning 
the  first  day  of  January. 
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SPECIAL  EDUCATION 

ACT  NO.  299  (Senate  Bill  963) 

This  act  amends  sections  1376  and  1377  of  the  Public  School  Code 
of  1949  by  authorizing  payments  by  the  Commonwealth  for  the 
instruction  of  parents  of  blind  children  in  caring  for  such  children 
as  part  of  a special  education  program. 

ACT  NO.  370  (Senate  Bill  494) 

This  amendment  adds  section  1373.1  to  the  Public  School  Code 
of  1949  and  provides  for  Commonwealth  reimbursement  of  school 
districts  for  the  special  education  of  blind,  deaf,  and  cerebral  palsied 
children  in  the  public  schools — for  the  cost  of  books,  supplies, 
readers,  etc.  A budget  must  be  prepared  by  the  district  and  sub- 
mitted to  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  before  such  expendi- 
tures may  be  made. 

Note:  Act  No.  89-A  (The  General  Appropriation  Act)  has  provided  ap- 

propriations for  “helpers,  guides,  aids  and  appliances  for  the  blind  in  public 
schools.”  This  would  seem  to  limit  the  operation  of  Act  No.  370  to  the  blind 
only,  in  the  public  schools. 

See  PUBLIC  SCHOOL  CODE  OF  1949,  ACT  NO.  263 


STATE  COUNCIL  OF  EDUCATION 

ACT  NO.  19  (Senate  Bill  104) 

This  act  adds  a new  clause  (k)  to  section  1307  of  the  Administra- 
tive Code  of  1929  by  consolidating  within  the  Code  certain  duties 
of  the  State  Council  of  Education,  relating  to  the  supervision,  adop- 
tion of  standards  and  requiring  financial  reports  of  certain  institu- 
tions receiving  State  aid.  Also  brought  within  the  Code  are  the 
powers  of  the  Council,  the  making  of  reports  to  the  Governor  con- 
cerning appropriation,  supervision  of  expenditures  thereof  and  the 
right  of  inspection.  These  powers  were  formerly  conferred  upon 
the  Council  by  section  906  of  the  now  repealed  School  Code  of  1911. 


STATE  FINANCE 

ACT  NO.  566  (Senate  Bill  247) 

This  act  amends  section  1 of  the  act  of  May  17,  1929,  P.  L.  1798, 
relating  to  the  payment  by  the  Commonwealth  of  fixed  charges  for 
State  and  Federal  forest  lands  located  in  the  several  counties,  by 
increasing  from  1 cent  to  2^  cents  in  the  case  of  payments  for  the 
benefit  of  the  county  and  from  2 cents  to  2 y2  cents  in  the  case  of 
payment  for  the  benefit  of  the  schools  and  roads,  the  per  acre  annual 
charge  so  payable  by  the  Commonwealth. 
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STATE  PUBLIC  SCHOOL  BUILDING  AUTHORITY 

ACT  NO.  142  (Senate  Bill  177) 

This  act  amends  the  State  Public  School  Building  Authority  Act, 
Act  of  July  5,  1947,  P.  L.  1217,  hy  increasing  through  the  addition 
of  the  State  Treasurer,  Auditor  General  and  minority  leaders  of 
House  and  Senate,  the  membership  to  nine  and  increasing  the  quorum 
requirement  from  three  to  five.  Two  new  definitions  are  added, 
“school  building”  to  mean,  but  is  not  limited  to,  structures  used  or 
useful  for  schools  and  “cost  of  project”  to  include  all  legal,  profes- 
sional, administrative  and  financing  expenses  in  connection  with  any 
project. 

The  maximum  leasehold  period  for  which  school  districts  can  lease 
premises  from  the  authority  is  increased  from  30  to  40  years  and 
the  approval  of  such  leases  is  to  be  by  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Instruction,  which  power  was  heretofore  exercised  hy  the  Governor. 

The  act  also  authorizes  use  of  facsimile  signatures  of  the  Governor 
and  President  of  the  Authority  on  bonds  issued  hy  it,  authorizes  the 
sale  of  bonds  issued  to  any  State  custodial  hoards  or  funds,  such  as 
the  State  Employes’  Retirement  Fund,  without  advertising  or  com- 
petitive bidding,  makes  bonds  issued  “legal  investments,”  authorizes 
the  issuance  of  refunding  bonds,  provides  for  the  establishment  of  a 
sinking  fund  of  all  revenue  less  expenses  for  the  payment  of  interest 
and  principal  on  such  bonds  and  requires  contractors  bidding  on 
Authority  jobs  to  furnish  additional  bonds  for  the  protection  of  work- 
men and  materialmen  as  now  required  as  to  State  jobs  under  the 
Administrative  Code  of  1929. 

ACT  NO.  557  (House  Bill  536) 

This  act  amends  the  Public  School  Code  of  1949  hy  adding  a new 
section  number  2511.1  and  provides  for  Commonwealth  payments  of 
a portion  of  the  rental  cost  to  school  districts  erecting  or  sharing 
in  the  erection  of  buildings  under  the  provisions  of  the  State  Public 
School  Building  Authority.  It  appropriates  $500,000  to  the  Depart- 
ment of  Public  Instruction  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  the 
amendment. 

See  FIRST  CLASS  SCHOOL  DISTRICTS,  ACT  NO.  296 

STATE  TAX  EQUALIZATION  BOARD 

ACT  NO.  20  (Senate  Bill  67) 

This  act  amends  the  act  of  June  27,  1947,  P.  L.  1046,  relating  to 
and  creating  the  State  Tax  Equalization  Board  hy  changing  the  time 
for  the  beginning  of  the  use  of  market  values  for  the  determination 
and  apportionment  of  Commonwealth  subsidies.  The  act  formerly 
read  “beginning  with  the  payment  to  be  made  during  the  school  year 
one  thousand  nine  hundred  forty-nine — one  thousand  nine  hundred 
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fifty.”  This  was  changed  to  read  “Beginning  with  the  payment  to 
be  made  for  the  school  year  one  thousand  nine  hundred  forty-nine — - 
one  thousand  nine  hundred  fifty.” 

ACT  NO.  52  (House  Bill  172) 

This  act  amends  clause  2,  sections  7 and  9 of  the  Act  of  June  27, 
1947,  P.  L.  1046,  creating  the  State  Tax  Equalization  Board.  Under 
this  act  in  counties  of  the  first  class  the  Board  of  Revision  and  Taxes 
and  in  counties  other  than  the  first  class,  the  County  Commissioners 
of  such  county,  are  required  to  furnish  the  State  Tax  Equalization 
Board  with  a monthly  list  of  conveyances  or  other  transfers  of  real 
estate  within  the  county  within  the  preceding  month.  A fee  of  ten 
cents  (10f)  for  each  item  on  each  list  is  provided. 


SUPERVISING  PRINCIPALS 

ACT  NO.  352  (Senate  Bill  376) 

This  amendment  to  section  1161  of  the  Public  School  Code  of  1949 
permits  any  two  or  more  districts  of  the  third  and  fourth  class  to 
join  in  the  employment  of  a supervising  principal  for  the  schools  of 
such  districts  upon  approval  of  the  county  superintendent  and  county 
board  of  school  directors. 

A supervising  principal  is  empowered  to  sit  at  hoard  meetings 
except  executive  sessions  and  may  speak  on  any  question  hut  may  not 
vote.  He  is  given  general  administrative  responsibility  in  the  schools 
he  supervises. 

Where  two  or  more  districts  employ  him  the  employing  districts 
prescribe  his  duties  and  fix  his  compensation. 

Note:  This  act  also  amends  section  1162  relating  to  the  employment  of  super- 

visors or  teachers  of  special  subjects  jointly  by  two  or  more  school  districts. 


TAX  COLLECTION 

ACT  NO.  145  (House  Bill  703) 

This  is  an  act  authorizing  political  subdivisions  to  file  tax  and 
municipal  claims  not  filed  within  the  time  specified  by  law,  to  amend 
such  claims  when  the  property  affected  is  not  sufficiently  described 
and  to  file  suggestions  of  nonpayment  and  averments  of  default  or  to 
sue  out  writs  of  scire  facias  to  revive  within  5 years,  for  any  tax  or 
municipal  claims  filed  against  real  property,  even  though  the  period 
for  such  proceedings  has  expired  under  the  general  tax  authorizing 
the  same. 

ACT  NO.  146  (House  Bill  1005) 

This  act  amends  section  16  of  the  Local  Tax  Collection  Law  by 
authorizing  the  hoards  of  school  directors  to  add  to  the  tax  assess- 
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inent  lists  and  tax  duplicates  the  name  of  any  resident  or  inhabitant 
21  years  of  age  or  over  whose  name  does  not  appear  upon  such  lists. 
Such  action  shall  be  taken  by  resolution,  the  same  to  be  certified  to 
the  tax  collector  with  direction  to  collect  the  tax  for  the  current  year 
or  the  preceding  years  if  he  was  liable  for  such  taxes  under  existing 
law. 

ACT  NO.  196  (House  Bill  355) 

This  act  further  amends  section  33  of  the  Local  Tax  Collection  Law 
by  providing  that  in  sharing  the  cost  in  the  premium  of  bonds  of  tax 
collectors,  the  various  taxing  authorities  shall  each  pay  their  portion 
thereof — such  portion  as  the  amount  of  taxes  on  its  duplicate  bears  to 
the  total  amount  of  taxes  on  all  the  duplicates  and  such  pro  rata  shar- 
ing to  he  effective  for  the  tax  year  1949  and  shall  thereafter  be  an- 
nually collected  as  prescribed. 

ACT  NO.  215  (House  Bill  324) 

This  is  an  act  requiring  the  secretary  or  clerk  of  every  political 
subdivision  to  file  in  the  Bureau  of  Municipal  Affairs  a copy  of  every 
tax-levying  ordinance  or  resolution  adopted  by  such  political  subdi- 
vision within  15  days  after  the  same  becomes  effective. 

Note:  The  foregoing  act  becomes  effective  September  1,  1949. 

ACT  NO.  246  (Senate  Bill  446) 

This  act  amends  the  act  of  June  25,  1947,  P.  L.  1145,  commonly 
referred  to  as  the  Local  Tax  Act,  by  placing  limitations  upon  the  tax- 
able subjects  under  the  act  as  follows: 

( 1 ) A tax  may  not  be  levied  on  any  public  utility  services  rendered 
or  any  privilege  or  transaction  involving  the  rendering  of  any  such 
public  utility  service.  The  italicized  words  were  formerly  “re- 
lated to.” 

(2)  A tax  may  not  be  levied  or  collected  on  goods  and  articles 
manufactured  in  the  political  subdivision  or  the  by-products  of  manu- 
facture or  on  minerals,  timber,  natural  resources  and  farm  products 
produced  in  such  subdivision  or  on  the  preparation  or  processing 
thereof  for  use  or  market  or  on  any  privilege  act  or  transaction 
related  to  the  business  or  manufacturing,  the  production,  preparation 
or  processing  of  minerals,  timber  and  natural  resources  or  farm  prod- 
ucts by  manufacturers,  by  producers  and  by  farmers  with  respect  to 
the  goods,  articles  and  products  of  their  own  manufacture,  produc- 
tion or  growth  or  on  any  privilege  act  or  transaction  relating  to  the 
business  of  processing  by-products  of  manufacture  or  on  the  transpor- 
tation, loading  or  unloading  or  dumping  or  storage  of  such  goods, 
articles  or  by-products. 

(3)  A tax  may  not  be  levied  on  salaries,  wages,  etc.,  of  nonresi- 
dents by  school  districts  of  the  second,  third,  or  fourth  classes. 
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(4)  A tax  may  not  be  levied  on  personal  property  subject  to  taxa- 
tion by  counties  or  on  personal  property  owned  by  persons,  associa- 
tions and  corporations  specifically  exempt  by  law  from  taxation 
under  the  county  personal  property  tax  law,  but  this  does  not  apply 
to  cities  of  the  second  class. 

(5)  The  aggregate  amount  of  taxes  imposed  shall  not  exceed  what 
would  be  produced  by  fifteen  mills  on  the  dollar  of  real  estate  assess- 
ment in  school  districts  of  the  second,  third,  and  fourth  classes. 

(6)  If  during  the  year  an  excess  shall  be  produced  over  item  (5) 
above  and  if  it  should  appear  that  such  excess  will  be  produced,  the 
tax  is  to  be  reduced  or  if  any  is  collected  in  excess  it  shall  lie  placed 
in  a separate  fund  for  the  following  year  and  the  tax  for  the  follow- 
ing year  shall  be  reduced  accordingly. 

(7)  Taxes  are  limited  in  particular  instances  as  follows: 

a.  Poll  or  per  capita  taxes  S10.00 

b.  Mercantile  taxes  1 mill  wholesale — 1)4  mills  retail 

e.  Wages,  salaries,  commissions  and  other  earned  income  1% 

d.  Retail  sales  of  tangible  personal  property  2% 

e.  Transfer  of  title  to  real  estate  1% 

f.  Admissions  10% 

If  any  two  subdivisions  impose  these  taxes  during  the  year  or  part 
of  the  year,  then  the  tax  for  each  division  shall  automatically  be  one- 
half  the  above  rates  but  the  municipality  and  the  school  district  may 
agree  on  the  percentage  of  division  not  to  exceed  the  above  amounts. 

(8)  A certified  copy  of  the  ordinance  or  resolution  must  be  filed 
with  the  Bureau  of  Municipal  Affairs  within  fifteen  days. 

(9)  In  advertising  the  intention  to  pass  a tax  ordinance  the  reason 
for  the  tax  and  the  estimated  amount  of  revenue  are  to  be  inserted  in 
the  advertisement.  Duration  of  publishing  is  reduced  to  three  weeks. 

(10)  A joint  agency  may  be  appointed  by  the  taxing  authorities 
to  collect  the  tax  for  both  or  all  districts. 

(11)  All  taxes  levied  which  could  not  be  levied  under  this  amend- 
ment become  void  on  December  31,  1949,  but  unpaid  taxes  may  be 
collected  thereafter. 

See  SECOND  CLASS  SCHOOL  DISTRICTS,  ACT  NO.  262 
ACT  NO.  277  (Senate  Bill  711) 

This  act  further  amends  subsection  (d)  of  section  4 of  the  Local 
Tax  Collection  Law  by  providing  that  a tax  collector  and  bis  sureties 
shall  not  be  discharged  of  liability  if  the  tax  collector  has  in  fact  col- 
lected exonerated  taxes. 

ACT  NO.  550  (House  Bill  872) 

This  act  amends  sections  3,  4,  5,  6.  7,  12,  15  and  18  of  the  Act  of 
June  26,  1931,  P.  L.  1379,  and  further  amends  section  8 of  said  act  as 
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amended  by  the  Act  of  April  12,  1935,  P.  L.  27,  regulating  the  assess- 
ment of  taxes  in  third  class  counties  and  makes  the  following  changes : 

1.  Substitutes  annual  assessments  for  triennial  assessments. 

2.  Eliminates  the  $2,000  maximum  which  may  he  fixed  by  the 
salary  hoard  for  subordinate  assessors. 

3.  Limits  notices  of  assessments  to  persons  where  the  value  of 
whose  property  or  personal  assessment  has  been  changed  or  has  not 
previously  heen  separately  made ; and  provides  for  appeals  therefrom. 

4.  Makes  assessments  applicable  to  taxation  for  institution  district 
purposes. 

5.  Provides  for  the  preparation  of  duplicates. 


TEACHER  EDUCAT80N 

ACT  NO.  319  (House  Bill  1025) 

This  act  adds  section  1144.1  to  the  Public  School  Code  of  1949  by 
providing  that  teachers  of  applied  arts  and  vocational  subjects  hold- 
ing standard  certificates  shall  be  entitled  to  the  same  minimum  sal- 
ary and  increments  as  teachers  holding  college  certificates,  and  those 
who  have  earned  an  additional  thirty  (30)  semester  hours  of  credit 
in  professional  education  in  the  teaching  field  in  which  said  teacher 
is  engaged  or  selected  thereto,  shall  be  entitled  to  the  same  minimum 
salary  and  increments  as  teachers  holding  the  Master’s  Degree. 

TRANSPORTATION 

ACT  NO.  82  (Senate  Bill  60) 

This  act  amends  section  2541  of  the  Public  School  Code  of  1949  by 
providing  for  Commonwealth  reimbursement  for  transportation  of 
pupils  of  merged  or  union  school  districts  in  which  one  or  more 
districts  of  the  fourth  class  or  districts  of  the  third  class  located 
within  a township  are  a component  part. 

See  CONSOLIDATED  SCHOOLS,  ACT  NO.  83 
ACT  NO.  361  (House  Bill  665) 

This  act  amends  sections  1312  and  2541  of  the  Public  School  Code 
of  1949.  It  provides  for  the  furnishing  of  free  transportation  or  board 
and  lodging  under  certain  circumstances  for  pupils  living  in  a bor- 
ough— which  is  a third  or  fourth  class  district— having  a population 
of  less  than  500  inhabitants  to  the  square  mile;  and  provides  for  Com- 
monwealth reimbursements  to  such  districts  furnishing  the  same. 


ACT  NO.  559  (House  Bill  871) 

This  amendment  to  the  Vehicle  Code  provides  for  annual  driving 
and  physical  examinations  for  school  bus  operators;  for  the  uniform 


DIGEST  OF  SCHOOL  LAWS 


23 


painting  of  school  buses;  for  the  establishment  of  loading  zones  for 
pupils  off  and  along  the  highways;  for  the  erection  of  signs  for  such 
unloading  zones;  and  prohibits  the  passing  of  school  buses  stopped 
to  load  or  unload  pupils. 

TUITION 

ACT  NO.  81  (Senate  Bill  11) 

This  act  amends  section  1327  of  the  Public  School  Code  of  1949 
by  imposing  financial  responsibility  for  the  education  of  migratory 
children  upon  the  school  district  in  which  such  children  are  tem- 
porarily domiciled. 

ACT  NO.  158  (House  Bill  228) 

This  act  amends  section  2564  of,  and  adds  section  2565  to,  the 
Public  School  Code  of  1949  by  requiring  school  districts  of  the 
fourth  class  receiving  pupils  from  other  districts  and  which  districts 
are  required  to  pay  a service  charge  for  sewer  rental  fixed  by  the 
number  of  pupils  attending  such  school,  to  include  within  their  tui- 
tion charges  and  collect  such  amounts  from  the  sending  districts  or 
from  the  parent  of  each  child  where  such  tuition  charges  are  col- 
lected from  the  parents  of  attending  pupils. 

VOCATIONAL  SCHOOL  DISTRICTS 

See  PUBLIC  SCHOOL  CODE  OF  1949,  ACT  NO.  263 
See  BRIBERY,  ACT  NO.  408 

WATER  SUPPLY 

ACT  NO.  329  (Senate  Bill  894) 

This  act  amends  section  773  of  the  Public  School  Code  of  1949  by 
authorizing  boards  of  school  directors  under  certain  conditions  to 
permit  the  tapping  of  a school  water  pipe  line  by  an  adjacent  com- 
munity having  no  available  public  water  supply,  upon  such  terms  and 
conditions  as  the  board  shall  prescribe. 
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